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3Hh CoN~REss, ~
1st Session. ~

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

~ REPORT

{ No. 223.

JOHN A. SIMS.
[To accompany bill H. R. No . ..J 62.

JULY

Mr.

WILLIAMS,

J

19, 1856 .

from the Committee on :Military Affairs, made the
following

REPORT.
The Committee on Military A.ffairs having had under consideration the
memorial of John A. Sims, surviving partner of Leroy Sims and
Brother, submit the fallowing report:
On the 23d day of August, 1855, at Memphis, Tennessee, the said Leroy Sims and Brother entered into contract with Lieutenant M. R. 'tevenson, acting assistant quartermaster United States army, to furni 11
twenty-four wagons, with four or six mules and a driver, for the purpose of transporting supplies to Fort Arbuckle, Choctaw nation. The
wagons were to be ready, in good order, on the Arkani:;as shore opposite Memphis, on the 4th day of September, capable of carrying, each,
two thousand pounds, and to be under the entire control of Lieutenant
Stevenson. For each wagon, team, and teamster, the government
agreed to pay fourteen dollars per day, furnishing also the ncce1::1sary
forage and provisions.
On the 5th September, 1855, the same parties made a ~imilar co,ntra?t fo~ five additional wagons, to be ready on the followmg <lay, for
which sixteen dollars per day were to be paid.
.
E3:c~ of these contracts contained the following clause, to wit: ': Th<'
cond1t10ns of this contract are to be subject to the approval of th ·
Quartermaster General United States army."
. .
.
.
Th~ contractors, L. Sims & Brother, having had no mtnnati n of
~he d1sap~r.oval of the contract by the Quartermas!er General,~ ·nt or!
m good ta1th to perform it,. They made the tnp to Fort A1 lmcklt,
and back to Memphis, to the entire satisfaction of the officer coni
cerned ; and their account of thirty-two thousand four hunclr d an,
eighty-eight dollars is certified by the said Lieutenant Steven _on, an,l
also by Captain J. M. Jones, of the 7th infantry, who wa _in ·ommand of the detachment of the army for which the supphe. w
transported. rrhe correctness of this account, upon the term f th ,
. .
contracts, is not disputed at the War Department.
After the return of the contractors, upon their apphcatI n ~ r th l
money due, they were first informed that the Quarterma t r •n re
disapproved the terms of the contract. The Secretary of

n:

JOHN A. SIMS.

3

governm~nt, establish~s very satisfactorily the great difficulties of the
road, w h1ch tended to m~rease the cost of transportation, and to render
citizens unwilling to engage in such a service without very high compensation. The Post Office Department declined to have the mail
carried in coaches, on account of the impracticability of the route.
Upon the exact question involved many persons of experience have
given their direct testimony. D. Cockrell, Newly, and May, J. C.
Holland, and R. ""\Vhitney, all engaged in the livery business, and
well acquainted with the customary rates of hire for mules and wagons
at Memphis, state, that the prices stipulated in the contracts aforesaid were reasonable and fair.
To the same effect is the testimony of William D. Gilmore, sheriff
nf' Shelby county, Tennessee, R. W. Smit.h, J. Correy, jr., and G . B.
Dean.
David C. Cross, of Arkansas, testified that he met the train of
wagons on its way to Fort Arbuckle in the fall of 1855. II says,
that in some instances the wagons had double teams; that they were
heavily loade<l, and made slow and difficult progress; that the 1a1Jor)
wear and tear of wagons, and injury to teams, must have been very
grtat. He thinks the price stipulated was no more than a reasonahle
compensation under the circumstances.
Finally, numerous citizens of Memphis, merchantsJ attorney.,
jndges, and others, certify to the integrity, credibility, and experience
of the several witnesses aforesaid.
Upon this testimony, without reference to the approval or di.,approval of the contract by the Department, the commi ttee are >f opinion
that the memorialist is entitled to the amount claimeJ, and they report a bill accordingly.

